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ANNUAL CONVENTION  

Williamsburg Marriott  

November 11 -14, 2009  

 

CONVENTION AT A GLANCE  

 
Wednesday, November 11, 2009 
 8:00 AM ð 8:00 PM Convention Registration 
 9:00 AM ð 4:30 PM Pre-Convention Workshops   
 10:00 AM ð 12:00 PM VCA Executive Committee Meeting  
 1:00 PM ð 5:00 PM VCA Board of Directors Meeting   
 6:00 PM ð 10:00 PM Exhibitor Set-up  
 
Thursday, November 12, 2009 
 7:00 AM ð 5:00 PM Convention Registration  
 7:00 AM ð 8:00 AM Exhibitor Set-up  
 8:00 AM ð 5:00 PM VCA Marketplace Exhibit Hall Opens  
 7:30 AM ð 9:00 AM Continental Breakfast  
 8:30 AM ð 10:30 AM Advocacy Update & Keynote: John Wagner 
   Humor Helps: Staying Up in a Down Time  
 10:30 AM ð 11:00 AM Meet the Keynote   
 11:00 AM ð 12:00 PM Concurrent Session I 
 12:00 PM ð 1:00 PM  Lunch & VAMFC Division Business Meeting 
 1:15 PM ð 2:15 PM Concurrent Session II 
 2:15 PM ð 2:45 PM Beverage Break   
 2:45 PM ð 3:45 PM Concurrent Session III  
 4:00 PM ð 6:00 PM Annual Awards Ceremony & Reception 
 6:00 PM ð 9:00 PM Chapter & Division Receptions (CVCA, PWRCA-VAMCD, NVCA-VASGW) 

 7:00 PM ð 10:00 PM VCA Journal Celebration Reception 
   
Friday, November 13, 2009 
 7:00 AM ð 5:00 PM Convention Registration  
 7:30 AM ð 9:00 AM Continental Breakfast  
 8:00 AM ð 5:00 PM VCA Marketplace Exhibit Hall Open  
 8:30 AM ð 10:00 AM Keynote:  Dr. Sam Gladding, Creative Arts in Counseling 
 10:00 AM ð 10:30 AM Meet the Keynote  
 10:30 AM ð 11:30 PM Concurrent Session IV  
 11:30 PM ð 12:30 PM Lunch 
 12:00 PM ð 12:30 PM VCA Business Meeting 
 12:45 PM ð 1:45 PM Concurrent Session V 
 2:00 PM ð 3:00 PM Concurrent Session VI 
 3:15 PM ð 4:15 PM Concurrent Session VII  
  
Saturday, November 14, 2009 
 8:00 AM ð 9:30 AM Convention Registration  

 9:00 AM ð 3:00 PM Post-Convention Workshops
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OPENING KEYNOTE:  Thursday, November 12 th , 8:30 AM  

 

 

John ñWagsò Wagner 

HUMOR HELPS: Staying Up in a Down Time  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WagnerSeriouslyFunny.com  

 
A well-developed sense of humor is essential for success in our high stress, ever changing, 
and demanding world of business.  John Wagner has made humor his business, his 
SERIOUSLY FUNNY business.  John is a humorist and professional speaker who has helped 
thousands across the USA laugh and learn to use humor to thrive in our challenging times.  
His client list includes P&G, St. Elizabeth Hospital, Sara Lee, IBM, IRS, Honda, Toyota, Fidelity 
Investments and numerous schools and associations.  John has real world experience using 
the management and therapeutic value of humor as a licensed clinical counselor, reality 
therapist, college faculty member, and former college Dean.    John Wagner is Seriously 
Funny, and he provides FUN-damentals for our success. 
 
Feature in Counseling Today: http://wagnerseriouslyfunny.com/articles/CounselingToday_John_Wagner.pdf  

 

 

 Johnôs nickname is ñWagsò.  Webster defines ñWagò as a witty and humorous 
person.  Whatôs in a name? 

 
He attended University of Cincinnati on a track scholarship and kept running until he 
received a Masters in counseling.  Just going in circles. 

 He is a licensed clinical counselor, a Nationally Certified Counselor, Certified in 
Reality Therapy, and is a Certified Laughter Leader.  He is Certifiable. 

 
He is a former college Dean and is presently a college faculty member.  Keeps a real 
job. 

 He is a member of the American Counseling Association, National Speakers 
Association, and the American Association of Therapeutic Humor.  He pays his 
dues. 

 
He has served on the board of National Speakers Association /Ohio chapter, and 
received the E. Larry Moles Humorist Award.  Nice to be noticed by your peers. 

http://wagnerseriouslyfunny.com/articles/CounselingToday_John_Wagner.pdf
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FEATURED KEYNOTE:  Friday, November 1 3 th , 8:30 AM  

 

 

Dr. Samuel t. Gladding  
 

Chair and Professor, Department of Counseling, Wake Forest University  

Past President of the American Counseling Association  
MAEd, MA, PhD, NCC, CCMHC, LPC, LPA 

 

CREATIVE ARTS  IN COUNSELING  

 
Dr. Gladding is one of the most highly respected counseling professionals 
and a true counseling authority.  His credentials academically and 
professionally are outstanding and rather overwhelming (visit his home 
page at www.wfu.edu/~stg), and are only matched by his civic mindedness.  
 
He is married to Claire Tillson Gladding and the father of three children.  
His youngest child once knighted him as "Sir Laughs-A-Lot.ò  Prepare to 
laugh while you learn during Dr. Gladdingôs keynote, Creative Arts in 
Counseling.  
 

A prolific writer, Sam is the author of 30 books, 45 poems, and over 100 other professional 
publications.  A selection of his recently published books include: 
 
ü Group Work: A Counseling Specialty (5th ed.) 
ü Family Therapy: History, Theory, and Practice (4th ed.) 
ü The Counseling Dictionary: Concise Definitions of Frequently Used Terms (2nd ed.) 
ü Counseling: A Comprehensive Profession (5th ed. rev). 
ü Counseling as an Art: The Creative Arts in Counseling (3rd ed.) 
ü Counseling Theories: Essential Concepts and Application 
ü Community and Agency Counseling (2nd ed.)  

 
Selected Honors include: 
 
ü Gilbert and Kathleen Wrenn Award for a Humanitarian & Caring Person, American Counseling 

Association, 2007 
ü Fellow, American Counseling Association, 2007 
ü Bridgebuilder Award, American Counseling Association Foundation, 2007 
ü Humanitarian Award, Association for Spiritual, Ethical, and Religious Values in Counseling, 2007 
ü Lifetime Achievement Award, Association for Creativity in Counseling, 2006 
ü Ella Stephens Barrett Leadership Award, North Carolina Counseling Association, 
ü 2001 
ü Eminent Career Award, Association for Specialists in Group Work, 1999. 
ü Professional Leadership Award, Association for Counselor Education and Supervision, 1999. 
ü Thomas J. Sweeney Professional Leadership Award in Counseling, Chi Sigma Iota, 1997. 
ü Joseph Wittmer Distinguished Service Award in Counseling, Chi Sigma Iota, 1997. 
ü Fellow, Association for Specialists in Group Work, 1995. 
ü Outstanding Publication Award, Association for Counselor Education and Supervision, 1993. 
ü Joseph W. and Lucille U. Hollis Outstanding Publication Award, Association for Humanistic 

Education and Development, 1987. 
ü Outstanding Service Award, National Association for Poetry Therapy, 1989. 

http://www.wfu.edu/~stg
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GENERAL INFORMATION  

 

Registration Deadlines 
Register on-line at www.vcacounselors.org.  ñEarlyò registrations must be successfully 
submitted with payment on-line, via FAX (757-766-5467), or postmarked no later than 11:59 
PM on October 19, 2009.  ñRegularò registration rates apply to any submissions after October 
19, 2009.  VCA accepts credit cards (Visa, Mastercard, American Express), checks (payable to 
VCA Convention), and purchase orders.  Registrations submitted without payment will NOT be 
processed.   
 
 
Registration Fees 
This year there are only two convention registration types ï FULL (all 4 days) or ONE-DAY.  
Member rates and early registration discounts are available only to current VCA members.  To 
receive the member rate a successful log-in with user name and password is required.  Donôt 
remember your user name and/or password? Visit http://www.vcacounselors.org/login.cfm and 
follow the prompts to retrieve your personal information.   
 

Please Login 
 

If this is your first time to login, please use your  
First Name and Last Name (without a space) as the username  

and vca for the password.  
 

Ex: First Name: Thomas Last Name: Lynch  
Username would be: 'ThomasLynch'  

 
You will be prompted to change your password after you login. 

Trouble with login?  Please contact Vicky Pelchy at 800-225-8103 or vcaoffice@cox.net. 

User Name: Forgot your User Name?  

Password: Forgot your Password?  

 Login 
 

 
 
 
Registration Confirmations  
Registrations completed on-line will receive an immediate confirmation of successful 
registration.  Registrations received via FAX or mail we receive confirmation via e-mail once 
processed by the convention registrar.  Questions concerning registration or to make changes 
to a completed registration should be directed to the VCA Office via e-mail, vcaoffice@cox.net, 
or call (800) 225-8103. 

http://www.vcacounselors.org/
http://www.vcacounselors.org/login.cfm
mailto:vcaoffice@cox.net
http://www.vcacounselors.org/sendpassword.cfm?UnknownUserName=y
http://www.vcacounselors.org/sendpassword.cfm
mailto:vcaoffice@cox.net
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Session Choices 
This yearôs convention offers participants an opportunity to earn up to 26 contact hours, 
including 10 sessions with ETHICS content!!!  In addition to six pre-convention workshops on 
Wednesday, November 11th and five post-convention workshops on Saturday, November 14th, 
the 2009 Convention features seven concurrent sessions offering 79 different choices on 
Thursday and Friday, November 12th & 13th.   
 
Please indicate your session choices using the assigned session numbers listed with each 
session description.  This information is used for making program session room assignments 
and will be printed on your registration material on-site.  Please note that pre-selection of a 
session does not imply guaranteed seating, but every effort is made to accommodate all 
attendees if at all possible.  
 
In general concurrent sessions fall into three tracks: clinical, school, and general.  Based on 
information provided by the presenters, additional ñintended audiencesò codes have been 
added to assist registrants make informed session choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meals & Refreshments 
Registration fees include daily beverage service (soft drinks, bottled water, coffee and tea); 
continental breakfast on Thursday and Friday mornings; and the Annual Awardsô Cocktail 
Reception.  The hotel offers both a sports pub and a full-service restaurant, plus the gift shop 
features a coffee bar and snacks.  Nearby food options include numerous fast-food, deli/pub, 
and full-service restaurants.  The hotel will operate an a la carte lunch concession (cash only) 
on Thursday and Friday, and potentially Wednesday and/or Saturday depending on projected 
session attendance. 
 
 
Registration Desk Hours 
On-site convention registration and check-in will be located at the Williamsburg Marriott, 1st 
Floor Registration Desk (adjacent to the Presidents Ballroom).  Volunteer staff to assist with 
general check-in, on-site registration, and presenter/exhibitor support, will be available:  
 

Wednesday, November 11th , 8:00 AM ʄ8:00 PM  

Thursday, November 12th , 7:00 AM ʄ5:00 PM  

Friday, November 13th , 7:00 AM ʄ5:00 PM  

Saturday, November 14th , 8:00 AM ʄ9:30 AM  

 
 
National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC) 
VCA is a NBCC approved provider (#2047) of continuing education for National Certified 
Counselors.  Forms for documenting NBCC credit, up to 26 contact hours, will be available at 
the on-site registration desk. This documentation is only applicable to those holding NBCC 
certificates. 
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Certificate of Participation 
All registered participants will receive a certificate of participation. The certificate can be used 
to document up to 26 contact hours for licensure renewal and recertification by LPCs and 
School Counselors.  Certificates will be included in registration materials picked up at on-site 
check-in.  Total earned hours are calculated based on participation (November 11-14, 2009) in 
pre/post convention workshops, concurrent sessions, keynotes, business meetings, awards 
ceremony and interaction with exhibitors. 
 
Cancellation Policy 
Registration cancellations must be received in writing via FAX or mail.  Telephone and e-mail 
cancellations will not be accepted.  Paid registrations may be transferred to another person at 
no additional cost provided any fee differentials are paid, if applicable.  
 
Refund requests will be honored if submitted in writing by October 26, 2009.  Refund requests 
after October 26, 2009 are not guaranteed.  After all convention expenses have been paid, a 
determination will be made regarding the conventionôs ability to honor the request minus cost 
of guaranteed meals/special events. An administrative fee of $15.00 will be assessed for any 
refund regardless of date submitted.  Submit cancellations/refund requests to: VCA Office, 316 
Hodges Cove Road, Yorktown, VA 23692 or via FAX to (757) 766-5467. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

VCA Marketplace ð Thursday & Friday, 8:00 am-5:00 pm 
Come experience an interactive opportunity for idea and information exchange, knowledge 
sharing, and learning.  The VCA Marketplace, features ~50 exhibitors offering the opportunity 
to learn about products, services, and ideas that you can use every day in your workplace.  
Additionally, the VCA Marketplace again features local artisans and crafters offering unique 
holiday gifts or a little something special for yourself!   
 
Silent Auction ï Thursday, 8:00 am-6:00pm & Friday, 8:00 am-11:00 am 
Donôt miss your chance to bid on wonderful items at this yearôs silent auction.  Auction 
proceeds will benefit VCA and the VCA Foundation.  Winning bids will be posted at the end of 
the auction and items can be picked up and paid for at the convention registration desk on 
Friday, November 13th until 5:00 pm. 
 
Annual Awards Ceremony & Cocktail Reception ð Thursday, 4:00 pm-6:00 pm 
Take time to honor your fellow colleaguesô significant contributions to the counseling 
profession at VCAôs Annual Awards.  VCA awards include the: John R. Cook Award, 
Counselor of the Year, Humanitarian and Caring Person of the Year, Van Hoose Career 
Service Award, and Chapter of the Year (Large & Small).  Additionally, VCA Chapter and 
Division Members of the Year are recognized.  This year the awards ceremony will be held first 
and then followed by a cocktail reception to honor all the awardees. 
 
VCA Business Meeting ð Friday, 12:00 pm-12:30 pm 
This is your opportunity to be involved in YOUR professional organization.  The annual 
business meeting offers members a forum to interact with VCA leadership, address any 
questions, and ñtake care of business.ò  Tentatively one or more proposed association bylaws 
changes will require membership approval.   
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Colonial Williamsburg Evening Programs ð Nightly 
After the sun sets, 18th-century entertainments will amuse and amaze your group. You can 
choose a variety of activities ranging from drama and dance to music and evening walking 
tours. Put your best foot forward as you learn why dance was ñthe dearest diversionò of 
colonial Virginians. Help decide the guilt or innocence of ñThe Virginia Witchò or an officer 
accused of treason. Take in a play and act like an 18th-century audienceðboo, hiss, and 
shout ñHuzzah!ò  
 
Revolutionary City after Dark invites you to continue exploring the events that shaped a new 
nation. Listen to music that traveled from Africa and find out how it was transformed during its 
journey. If youôre feeling brave, you might want to take a walking tour and learn of the legends, 
myths, and ghosts that were talked about in the colonial capital. Whatever your choice, you'll 
find a program unlike anything you've experienced before.  
 
Tickets are required ($12-15 typically) and advanced purchase is recommended.  Because 
these popular programs fill up early, donôt wait ï call 800-228-8878 NOW to find out whatôs 
happening while youôre in town and plan to be entertained!  Visit www.history.org for complete 
details and program descriptions.   

 

 

 

http://www.vcacounselors.org/associations/1500/files/Colonial%20Williamsburg%20Evening%20Programs.pdf
http://www.history.org/
http://www.vcacounselors.org/associations/1500/files/Colonial%20Williamsburg%20Evening%20Programs.pdf
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HO TEL RESERVATIONS  

 

The Williamsburg Marriott is offering VCA 
convention attendees guestrooms at the rate 
of $124.00 plus tax, per night for lodging 
November 10-15, 2009.  To receive the 
convention rate, based on room availability, 
reservations must be made by October 19, 
2009.   

 

 
Reservations by Phone: 
ü Call the hotel directly at toll-free        

(800) 442-3654 
ü Provide group code ñVA COUNSELORò 

 
Reservations On-Line  
 
http://marriott.com/PHFCW 

 
ü Go to ñCheck Rates & Availabilityò 

 
ü Now follow the simple 6 steps to complete your reservation 

 
1. Check Rates & Availability 

¶ In the ñcheck rates & availabilityò box select your arrival and departure dates, 
number of rooms, guests per room 

¶ Under ñSpecial Rates & Awardsò select group code and type ñVCAVCAAò 

¶ Now click on the ñcheck rates & availabilityò button 
2. Select Rates 

¶ You will see the VCA rate of $124 plus tax 

¶ Now click on ñreserve a roomò button 
3. Add Preferences 

¶ Now provide your room preferences 

¶ Continue by clicking on ñcontinueò button 
4. Review Details 

¶ Continue by clicking on ñcontinueò button 
5. Add Guest & Credit Card Information 

¶ If sharing the room, add other guest names in the ñcommentsò box 

¶ Submit reservation request by clicking on ñcomplete reservationò box 
6. Reservation Confirmed 

¶ You will receive a confirmation number for your records 

¶ A copy of your reservation will also be sent to your e-mail address, if provided 

http://marriott.com/PHFCW
http://marriott.com/PHFCW

